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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To obtain a wave front aberration 
measuring method and a projection aligner which can measure 
precisely the wave front aberration at a high speed for grasping 
imagery performance of a projection optical system which is 
changed by an exposing load and environmental change in the 
projection aligner. 

SOLUTION: In a wave front measuring method of a projection 
optical system of a projection aligner wherein a pattern formed 
on a first object is image- formed on a second object via the 
projection optical system and exposed to a light, an optical 
intensity detecting means for measuring optical intensity 
distribution of a specified pattern on a surface of the first object 
via the projection optical system, a wave front aberration 
operating means for the calculating wave front aberration of the 
projection optical system by using the optical intensity 

distribution detected by the optical intensity detecting means, and a control means which 
measures the wave front aberration of the projection optical system in the case that the exposing 
load and/or the environmental change or the like are measured and these values exceed constant 
values, are used. 
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* NOTICES * 

•Japan Patent Office is not. responsible for any 
damages caused by the use of this translation.. 

1 .This document has been translated by computer. So the translation may not reflect the original 
precisely. 

2.**** shows the word which can not be translated. 
3. In the drawings, any words are not translated. 



DETAILED DESCRIPTION " " 

[Detailed Description of the Invention] 
[0001] 

[The technical field to which invention belongs] This invention relates to the wave aberration 
measuring method iand projection aligner of projection optics which are used at the lithography 
production process of imprinting the pattern on a mask to a photosensitive substrate through 
projection optics, manufacturing a semiconductor device. 
[0002] 

[Description of the Prior Art] At the photolithography production process which manufactures a 
semiconductor device etc., the projection mold aligner which imprints the circuit pattern formed in 
the reticle or the photo mask (it is hereafter named a reticle generically) to the semiconductor 
wafer with which it was applied to the sensitization agent is used. 

[0003] In this kind of aligner, it is required that the pattern on a reticle should be correctly 
imprinted on a wafer for a predetermined scale factor (reduction percentage), and it is becoming 
important [ using the projection lens with the sufficient image formation engine performance 
(projection optics) which suppressed aberration ]. 

[0004] By much more detailed-ized demand of especially a semiconductor device, as a result of 
having imprinted more often the pattern of the image formation performance limit which can be 
imprinted with a projection lens, the pattern to imprint is more sensitive to the aberration of optical 
system in recent years. For the reason, demand of wanting to measure and control the image 
formation engine performance of a projection lens arises, and various methods are devised to this 
measurement and control. 

[0005] The one method of controlling the image formation engine performance of a projection lens 
is reported by JP,63-306626,A. The location of the focal field changed when the projection lens 
absorbed a part of exposure light and temperature changed is controlled by this official report. 
[0006] On the other hand, the control method of the exposure aberration of the projection lens 
which changes with line breadth and lighting is reported by JP,05-315225,A. With a projection 
aligner (since the angles at which the diffracted light is injected by line breadth and lighting differ, 
the light passage locations inside a projection lens differ.) By that cause, the temperature rise rate ' 
of change inside a projection lens differs, the aberration of projection optics differs, and this 
official report controls this. 

[0007] High NA-ization of a projection lens is called for with the projection aligner for 
semiconductor device manufacture on the other hand in recent years, and 0.65 or more NA(s) and 
spec, with a resolution of 0. 1 8 micrometers are desired in the latest projection lens. Moreover, in 
connection with it, the depth of focus also becomes quite severe with 0.5-0.7 micrometers, and; as 
for the flattery nature of a focal field, the precision of 0.05 micrometers or less is demanded. 
[0008] The need of also controlling the aberration delicately changed by the exposure light 
absorption of projection optics has arisen in such a condition, and the demand of wanting to 
measure the image formation engine performance of the projection lens which changes with not 
measurement but exposure with emphasis on a focus which is seen by two official reports 
mentioned above came out. 

[0009] For that reason, the need of measuring and controlling fluctuation of not only a focus but 
many of other aberration (example: spherical aberration, ASU, a coma, a scale factor, distortion, 
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etc.) has arisen, and measurement of wave aberration including all aberration information is 

needed as a means for controlling many aberration of this projection optics 

[0010] 

[Problem(s) to be Solved by the Invention] The focal detection method stated to JP,63-306626 A 
is a way detect the quantity of light passed by the relative displacement using the reticle and stage 
which have arranged the sli t, and the maximum of the detection quantity of light determines a 
focal location. 

[001 1] Since the quantity of light detecting method is used for this control method, it can ask only 
for a curvature of field and an image surface inclination. Moreover, since the focal' difference (line 
breadth dependency of a focus) by the pattern line breadth of a reticle cannot be searched for 
sufficient focal precision cannot be acquired. ' 
[00 1 2] Moreover, variation deltaF of a focus is predicted by searching for beforehand the 
difference of the pattern used for a focal detection system, and the line breadth used for real 
exposure by the method by JP,5-3 1 5225, A (it being burned on a wafer and measuring), and 
measuring incidence light exposure deltal in exposure. 

[0013] For this reason, a focal detection precision can be burned and will be greatly influenced by 
the reading precision of a pattern. Moreover, in this official report, it is measurement of only 
spherical aberration, a focus, and scale-factor change, and all aberration cannot be measured. 
[0014] By the method in the two above-mentioned official reports, the foqal detecting method by 
quantity of light detection is used, and sufficient precision for getting to know the image formation 
engine performance of a projection lens cannot be acquired. Moreover, since measurement of the 
dependency of pattern line breadth could be burned and has measured the pattern, it is greatly 
influenced by reading precision. It is very difficult in addition to it, for focal measurement to be 
main and to measure all other aberration by the two above-mentioned methods. 
[001 5] Timing of this invention is good in the wave aberration of an exposure load or the 
projection lens which changes with environmental variations (an atmospheric pressure, 
atmospheric temperature, humidity, etc.) delicately, and by measuring at a high speed and 
controlling, it grasps the image formation engine performance of a projection lens with high 
precision and quickly, and aims at offer of the wave aberration measuring method and projection 
aligner which can maintain a projection aligner for the good image formation engine performance. 
[0016] 

[Means for Solving the Problem] In a wave face measuring method of projection optics of a 
projection aligner which a wave aberration measuring device of invention of claim 1 makes carry 
out image formation of the pattern formed on the 1 st body on the 2nd body through projection 
optics, and is exposed An optical on-the-strength detection means to measure optical intensity 
distribution of a specific pattern on this 1st body side through this projection optics, A wave 
aberration Operation means to compute wave aberration of projection optics using optical intensity 
distribution detected by this optical on-the-strength detection means, When an exposure load, an 
environmental variation, etc. are measured and the value exceeds constant value, it is characterized 
by using a control means which measures wave aberration of projection optics. 
[0017] Invention of claim 2 is characterized by measuring wave aberration of said projection 
optics using a phase recovery method in invention of claim 1 . 

[001 8] Invention of claim 3 is characterized by controlling the optical property of said projection 
optics based on said wave aberration in invention of claim 1. 

[0019] Invention of claim 4 is characterized by being wave aberration or/and an image shift by the 
optical property of said projection optics in invention of claim 3. 

[0020] In a wave face measuring method of projection optics of a projection aligner which a wave 
aberration measuring method of invention of claim 5 makes carry out image formation of the 
pattern formed on the 1st body on the 2nd body through projection optics, and is exposed An 
optical on-the-strength detection means to measure optical intensity distribution of a specific 
pattern on this 1st body side through this projection optics, It is characterized by using a wave 
aberration operation means to compute wave aberration of projection optics, and a control means 
which predicts wave aberration of this projection optics from exposure historical data using optical 
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intensity distribution detected by this optical on-the-strength detection means. 

[0021] Invention of claim 6 is characterized by controlling the optical property of this projection 

optics based on wave aberration of said projection optics in invention of claim 5: 

[0022] Invention of claim 7 is characterized by being wave aberration or/and an image shift by the 

optical property of said projection optics in invention of claim 6. 

[0023] In a wave face measuring method of projection optics of a projection aligner which a wave 
aberration measuring method of invention of claim 8 makes carry out image formation of the 
pattern formed on the 1st body on the 2nd body through projection optics, and is exposed It is 
characterized by using a branching means to branch in exposure light and measurement light for 
optical intensity-distribution detection which expose a pattern oh this 1 st body on this 2nd body 
through this projection optics, and a control means which controls the optical property of this 
projection optics on real time based on wave aberration under exposure. 

[0024] Invention of claim 9 is characterized by being wave aberration or/and an image shift by the 
optical property of said projection optics in invention of claim 8. 

[0025] An optical on-the-strength detection means by which a wave aberration measuring method 
of invention of claim 1 0 measures optical intensity distribution of a specific pattern on this 1 st 
body side through said projection optics, A wave aberration operation means to compute wave 
aberration of projection optics using optical intensity distribution detected by this optical on-the- 
strength detection means, A branching means to branch in exposure light and measurement light 
for optical intensity-distribution detection which expose this 1 st body top pattern on the 2nd body 
through this projection optics, An optical on-the^strength detection means to measure optical 
intensity distribution of a specific pattern on this 1st body side through this projection optics, It is 
characterized by measuring wave aberration of a wave aberration operation means to compute 
wave aberration of proj ection optics, and this projection optics under exposure, on real time using 
optical intensity distribution detected by this optical on-the-strength detection means. 
[0026] It is characterized by setting invention of claim 1 1 to invention of claim 10, and measuring 
wave aberration of projection optics under exposure on real time using a phase recovery method. 
[0027] Invention of claim 12 is* characterized by controlling the optical property of said projection 
optics on real time based on said wave aberration in invention of claim 10. 

[0028] Invention of claim 13 is characterized by being wave aberration or/and an image shift by 
the optical property of said projection optics in invention of claim 10. 

[0029] A projection aligner of invention of claim 14 is characterized by using a wave aberration 

measuring method of any 1 term of claims 1-13. 

[0030] 

[Embodiment of the Invention] Many aberration (example: spherical aberration, ASU, a coma, a 
scale factor, distortion, etc.) or the wave aberration itself is controlled by the [operation gestalt 1] 
book operation gestalt by measuring the wave aberration of a projection lens (projection optics). 
[0031] Search for the optical intensity distribution in - image surface with an optical on-the- 
strength detection means as an exposure load or a measurement means (wave aberration 
measurement means) of the wave aberration which originates and changes to an environmental 
variation, and measure wave aberration using a phase recovery method. 

[0032] - By measuring light exposure and the relation of wave aberration beforehand, perform only 
measurement of light exposure at the time of pattern baking, and calculate the amount of wave 
aberration. It uses. 

[0033] Moreover, based on the wave aberration computed by the aforementioned method, it makes 
it possible to reduce and expose the effect of aberration conventionally by adjusting the wave 
aberration of a projection lens. 

[0034] Exposure with a sufficient alignment precision is enabled by controlling the shift 
component of the image produced as a result which adjusts the wave aberration of a projection 
lens in that case. 

[0035] Next, the feature of the operation gestalt of this invention is explained. 

[0036] Drawing 1 is the important section schematic diagram of the projection aligner of the 

operation gestalt 1 of this invention. In this drawing, 2 is the reticle (photo mask) of a negative, 
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projection optics (contraction projection lens) 1 contracts on the wafer 3 on the XYZ stage 4 which 
is a maintenance means, the circuit pattern on this reticle 2 carries out image formation of it 
according to it, and exposure is performed. . 

[0037] Both the projection optics 1 is tele cent rucksacks by the incidence and outgoing radiation 
side. The XYZ stage 4 is movable in the field which intersects perpendicularly in the direction of 
an optical axis (Z direction) and the direction of an optical axis of the contraction projection lens 1 
(X-Y side), and is controlled by the stage drive unit 5. 

[0038] When imprinting a wafer circuit pattern, the flux of light IL from an illumination-light 
study system illuminates the inside of the screen area where the imprint of the circuit pattern of a 
reticle 2 is performed. 

[0039] 101 is an optical member for aberration control, and it is arranged so that an optical axis 
AX, and the optical plane of incidence and the irradiation labor attendant when carrying out 
opposite arrangement of the optical wedges 43 and 44 of two sheets so that it may become a plane- 
parallel plate as a whole, and considering as a plane-parallel plate may cross at right angles. 
[0040] These two optical wedges 43 and 44 are movable in the direction which intersects 
perpendicularly with the optical axis AX of projection optics 1 relatively, and the thickness of the 
direction of an optical axis has adjustable. About the details of the optical member 101, it 
mentions later. 

[0041] In drawing 1 , the optical on-the-strength detection equipment (optical on-the-streiigth 
detection means) 8 with which the upper surface and the height of a wafer 3 have the field which 
was mostly in agreement in the location contiguous to a wafer 3 is arranged. By calculating the 
image surface light intensity-distribution data on the wafer side measured by optical on-the- 
strength detection equipment 8 using the wave aberration arithmetic unit (wave aberration 
measurement means) 11, the wave face of projection optics 1 is computed with the below- 
mentioned calculation algorithm. 

[0042] 52 and 53 show the element which constitutes the field location detection optical system 
which detects the field of the optical on-the-strength detection means 8, and the location of the 
optical-axis AX direction of the 3rd page of a wafer. Among these, 52 is optical system 
(floodlighting optical system), and it floodlights two or more flux of lights in this drawing in order 
to check the inclination to the optical axis AX of the field of optical on-the-strength detection 
equipment 8. 

[0043] Each flux of light floodlighted from the floodlighting optical system 52 consists of a non- 
exposing light, and consists of light which does not expose the photoresist on a wafer 3 . And on 
the predetermined side (or wafer side 3) of optical on-the-strength detection equipment 8, it is 
condensed respectively and two or more of these flux of lights are reflected. 
[0044] Incidence of the flux of light reflected in respect of optical on-the-strength detection 
equipment 8 is carried out to the detection optical system 53. Each reflected light bunch is made to 
correspond in the detection optical system 53, and photo detector 53a for two or more location 
detection is arranged, and it is constituted so that the reflective spot of each flux of light in the 
light-receiving side of photo detector 53a for each location detection and the field of optical on- 
the-strength detection equipment 8 may serve as conjugate mostly according to the optical system 
within detection optical system. 

[0045] A location gap of the optical-axis AX direction of the contraction projection lens 1 of the 
predetermined side in optical on-the-strength detection equipment 8 is measured as a location gap 
of the incoming beams on photo detector 53a for the location detection within the detection optical 
system 53. 

[0046] A gap of the Z direction (the optical-axis AX direction) from the focal criteria location of 
the optical on-the-strength detection equipment 8 measured by this detection optical system 53 is 
computed as field positional information by field location detection equipment 80 based on the 
output signal from the photo detector for location detection. 

[0047] Consequently, the signal over the gap from the focal location actually measured by TTL is 
inputted into aberration measurement and a control unit 61. 

[0048] Aberration measurement and a control unit (control means) 61 give a commander signal to 
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the stage drive unit 5 for driving the XYZ stage 4 where optical on-the-strength detection 
equipment 8 was fixed through a signal line. Moreover, when measuring the wave aberration of 
the projection lens 1, a command is given to the stage control unit 5 with aberration measurement 
and a control unit 61, and the XYZ stage 4 is driven so that optical on-the-strength detection 
equipment 8 may displace up and down in the direction of an optical axis of the projection lens 1 
(Z direction) near the criteria location of predetermined equipment. 

[0049] Here, as optical on-the-strength detection equipment 8 which measures the optical intensity 
. distribution of the specific pattern on the image surface (wafer side), although image sensors, such 
as a CCD camera, are applicable, it is making the slit prepared on the same field as a wafer side, or 
knife edge scan in X and the direction of Y, and detecting the amount of transmitted lights in that 
case with a light-receiving means, and it is also possible to measure the optical intensity 
distribution of the specific pattern in the image surface. 

[0050] Moreover, the optical property (a scale factor, a curvature of field, distortion comatic 
aberration and astigmatism, **) depending on each field angle of the projection lens 1 is measured 
by arranging two or more specific patterns in the location of the arbitration of a reticle 2, making 
the stage 4 in which optical on-the-strength detection equipment 8 was arranged drive in X and the 
direction of Y, and measuring the pattern reinforcement in two or more locations of arbitration. 
[005 1] <Wave aberration measurement by the phase recovery method> Next, how to compute the 
wave aberration of projection optics 1 with a phase recovery method is explained using the 
projection aligner of the operation gestalt 1 of this invention. 

[0052] A phase recovery method is a method used for improvement in the resolution in the optical 
system of the astronomical telescope with which an electron microscope and big aberration mainly 
exist, and searches for optical phase distribution of an image from the optical intensity distribution 
of the image in two or more locations, for example, the image surface, a pupil surface, a 
defocusing location, etc. And it is the method of computing the wave aberration of optical system 
from the phase distribution. 

[0053] The algorithm of the usual phase recovery method was shown in drawing 2 and drawing 3 . 
First, after giving a phase to arbitration using the optical intensity distribution in the measured 
image surface, the Fourier transform is carried out and the complex amplitude distribution by the 
pupil surface is searched for. 

[0054] Next, among the acquired complex amplitude distribution, the phase section presupposes 
that it remains as it is, transposes only the absolute value which hits the section on the strength 
[ optical ] to the value (square root of the reinforcement in a pupil surface) according to actual 
measured value, and considers this as new complex amplitude distribution. The inverse Fourier 
transform of this new complex amplitude distribution is carried out, the complex amplitude 
distribution on the image surface is searched for, and again, only the phase section is left intact and 
transposes optical reinforcement to an actual measurement. 

[0055] By repeating the above count and performing it, the complex amplitude distribution by the 
image surface and the pupil surface is computed, and the wave aberration of a projection lens is 
computed from phase distribution of the complex amplitude distribution by the pupil surface. 
[0056] Like a photolithography, when measurement of the optical intensity distribution in the 
pupil surface of a projection lens is difficult, it is also possible to compute complex amplitude 
distribution in the image surface and complex amplitude distribution in the defocused field by 
repeating conversion-inverse transformation between the image surface and a defocusing side 
through a pupil surface, as shown in drawing 4 and drawing 5 , and to search for phase distribution 
of a pupil, i.e., the wave aberration of a projection lens, from the result. 
[0057] In addition, since it is indicated by J.J.A.P Vol.36 1997 pp. 7494-7498, this method is 
omitted for details. 

[0058] Next, drawing 1 which is the schematic diagram of the operation gestalt 1 of this invention 
is used, and how to compute and control the wave aberration of the projection lens 1 is explained 
with the above-mentioned phase recovery method. The pattern of a reticle 2 is illuminated by the 
illumination-light bunch IL of exposure wavelength, image formation of that image is carried out 
on optical on-the-strength detection equipment 8, and these intensity distribution A (optical 
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intensity distribution in a focal field) are measured with optical on-the-strength detection 
equipment8. 

[0059] Next, the location of optical on-the-strength detection equipment 8 is changed, and the 
pattern image on a reticle 2 changes into the condition of having defocused on optical on-the- 
strength detection equipment 8, and measures the intensity distribution B in this condition (optical 
intensity distribution in respect of defocusing). According to drawing 4 , the wave aberration of a 
projection lens is computed with the phase recovery method using intensity distribution A and 
intensity distribution B. 

[0060] The Fourier transform of the initial phase of arbitration is given and carried out to intensity 
distribution A, and, specifically, the complex amplitude distribution by the pupil surface is 
searched for. Next, after adding amendment to the phase section of the complex amplitude 
distribution by the pupil surface so that a pupil surface and the defocusing side which measured 
intensity distribution B may become the relation of the Fourier transform (an image and pupil), the 
inverse Fourier transform of the complex amplitude distribution is carried out, arid the complex 
amplitude distribution in respect of defocusing is searched for shortly. 

[0061] Next, among the complex amplitude distribution in respect of defocusing, after the term of 
a phase changes into the value based on the actual measurement of the reinforcement in respect of 
defocusing only the absolute value which is equivalent to a strong term, without changing, the 
Fourier transform of it is carried out and it searches for complex amplitude distribution of a pupil. 
After adding amendment to the phase section of the complex amplitude distribution by the pupil 
surface again so that a pupil surface and a focal field may return to the relation of the Fourier 
transform, inverse transformation is performed and the complex amplitude distribution in respect 
of a focus is calculated. 

[0062] Here, based on an actual measurement, the Fourier transform only of the strong term is 
changed and carried out again. The phase distribution by the pupil surface, i.e., the wave aberration 
of a projection leris, is computed by computing complex amplitude distribution in an image 
formation location, and carrying out the Fourier transform of the distribution by the above repeats. 
[0063] With this operation gestalt, the wave aberration resulting from the exposure load or 
environmental variation under exposure is measured (here, an environmental variation points out 
the factor which changes the wave aberration of projection optics, such as atmospheric 
temperature, an atmospheric pressure, and humidity.). 

[0064] Many aberration, such as spherical aberration, ASU, a coma, a scale factor, and distortion, 
is searched for by changing into the Zemike coefficient the wave aberration coefficient called for 
by the above-mentioned phase recovery method. Many of these aberration is targeted, projection 
optics is controlled, and the wave aberration itself is taken at a target, and projection optics is 
controlled (the control method of these optical properties is explained in fall detail later.). 
[0065] <Wave aberration measurement timing> Next, the case where wave aberration 
measurement of this operation gestalt is used in the sequence of actual exposure actuation is 
explained. 

[0066] In real exposure, when [ to which projection optics absorbs exposure light ] it depends 
especially or environment (atmospheric temperature, an atmospheric pressure, humidity, etc.) 
changes, the phase change (change of wave aberration) of the pupil surface of projection optics 
arises. It turns out that light exposure change and an environmental variation, and correlation have 
this wave aberration change. 

[0067] When for the reason light exposure or the amount of environmental variations is measured 
during exposure with this operation gestalt and the measured value exceeds constant value, a phase 
recovery method is used, wave aberration is measured, the aberration (example: spherical 
aberration, ASU, a coma, a scale factor, distortion, etc.) of a target is controlled, and it makes it 
possible to be able to bum a pattern in the small condition of aberration. 

[0068] Here, wave aberration measurement and the sequence of control are explained in fall detail 
using the flow chart of drawing 5 . 

[0069] First, continuation of exposure and exposure termination is judged for every exposure. 
Here, if it is continuation of exposure, measurement of light exposure or measurement of the 
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amount of environmental variations is performed. Here, light exposure is computed from reticle 
permeability, an illuminance, irradiation time, etc., and the amount of environmental variations is 
computed from measuring change of an atmospheric pressure, atmospheric temperature, and 
humidity. 

[0070] If this light exposure or the amount of environmental variations is below constant value, 
exposure is continued, and if it is more than constant value, it shifts to the step of wave aberration 
measurement. 

[0071] In the step of wave aberration measurement; optical intensity-distribution A-.B of the image 
surface is measured. Next, wave aberration is computed using a phase recovery method from the 
optical intensity distribution of this image surface. 

[0072] By changing this wave aberration into the Zernike coefficient, many aberration (example: 
spherical aberration, ASU, a coma, a scale factor, distortion, etc.) of a target is computed. 
[0073] Next, when this target aberration is below a tolerance, it exposes again and, in more than a 
tolerance, shifts to an aberration control step (it is here, and when making target aberration into the 
wave aberration itself, it is not necessary to perform conversion for the Zernike coefficient). 
[0074] In an aberration control step, it becomes possible by using the control method 
corresponding to each aberration to control the amount of aberration (about the aberration control 
method, it mentions later.). 

[0075] In the above-mentioned example, although wave aberration was measured when light 
exposure or the amount of environmental variations exceeded constant value, the n-th shot or 
wafer number of sheets may determine measurement of wave aberration like the n-th sheet by the 
exposure shots per hour. 

[0076] Moreover, when it sets up so that wave aberration measurement may be performed at the 
time of wafer exchange, convenience on a throughput is good. In this case, and if spread, the 
probability to be settled in a limit of target aberration becomes high, and it is convenient. [ under 
one wafer exposure ] [ wave aberration ] 
. [0077] On the other hand, when the amount of permissible aberration is severe, or when change of 
wave aberration is sharp, wave aberration may be measured and controlled for every exposure. 
[0078] The <control method of an optical property> The aberration searched for with the above- 
mentioned phase recovery method can be controlled by the following methods. Each method is 
explained in full detail below. 

[0079] (**-l) How to control aberration by the optical member 101 which consists of two-sheet 1 
set of optical wedges 43 and 44 shown in drawing 1 . 

[0080] The actuator which is not illustrated for driving to a longitudinal direction, respectively 
attaches the optical wedges 43 and 44 of these two sheets. By driving these, the board thickness as 
an parallel plate to the flux of light is changed, and the spherical aberration of the contraction 
projection lens 1 is controlled. Furthermore, comatic aberration is controlled by leaning this optical 
member 101. 

[0081] Moreover, since the focus location of the contraction projection lens 1 also changes to 
coincidence at this time, the XYZ stage 4 is moved in the direction of an optical axis of the 
contraction projection lens 1, and the focus is controlled. 

[0082] (**-2) How to make the lens in the contraction projection lens 1 drive in the direction of an 
optical axis using the lens drive unit 90. Or the method of changing the plane-parallel plate with 
which thickness differs mutually in an optical path using the lens drive unit 90. 
[0083] (**-3) How to change the refractive index of the gas within the sealing air between the 
optical members in the contraction projection lens 1. 

[0084] At this time, pressure control, the mixture control of the mixture of gas, etc. occur as a 
means to change a gaseous refractive index. 

[0085] (**-4) How to heat some or all of the contraction projection lens 1, and cool. Physical 
deformation of the optical member in the contraction projection lens 1 and a refractive index are 
produced by heating and cooling, and spherical aberration is changed. 
[0086] (**-5) Change color spherical aberration by shifting from the wavelength by which 
chromatic-aberration amendment of the contraction projection lens 1 was carried out by changing 
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the wavelength of the light emitted from the light source of the illumination-light study system of a 
projection aligner. It is the optimal method when what can make adjustable wavelength of 
synchrotron orbital radiation, such as an excimer laser narrow-band-ized as the light source, is 
used. 

[0087] (**-6) How to change the wavelength width of face of the flux of light used by the 
illumination-light study system of a projection aligner. 

[0088] By changing wavelength width of face, according to the axial overtone aberration of the 
contraction projection lens 1, the breadth of a focus gap changes and spherical aberration is 
changed. It is the optimal method when that to which the light source can make adjustable 
wavelength width of face of synchrotron orbital radiation, such as a narrow-band-ized excimer 
laser, is used. 

[0089] (**-7) How to change the aspheric surface symmetrical with rotation which generates 
predetermined spherical aberration to the pupil location of the contraction projection lens 1. 
[0090] If spherical aberration is changed using the above (A -1) of - (A -7), and a method, since 
optical-character ability other than spherical aberration also changes to coincidence, in many cases, 
it is necessary to control it. Moreover, there may be the necessity of also controlling optical- 
character ability other than spherical aberration to a desired value. (Example: In Mix&Match, 
control a scale factor.) The optical member which is not used for control of the spherical aberration 
in a contraction projection lens in these cases is moved, or the refractive index of the gas between 
optical members is changed, and optical-character ability (example: spherical aberration, ASU, a 
coma, a scale factor, distortion, etc.) to control except spherical aberration is controlled. 
[0091] Moreover, since the relation of the optical-character ability and the control means to control 
is linear combination in approximation, the number of both is in agreement. Thus, it becomes 
possible to control not only spherical aberration but many aberration (example: spherical 
aberration, ASU, a coma, a scale factor, distortion, etc.). Moreover, it is also possible to control 
wave aberration similarly. 

[0092] <Control of an image shift> The image shift of the whole (shot whole) screen may occur 
with the aberration control by a lens drive, member insertion appearance, etc. which are in the 
aboye (A -1) of - (A -7), and a method. 

[0093] Alignment information can be made to feed back if the variation of the image shift to the 
amount of drives of aberration control-section material is beforehand calculated by. count 
experimentally here (it is offset especially to the amount of base lines). Superposition baking can 
be performed with a sufficient precision, without generating the alignment gap accompanying the 
aberration control under exposure by amending an X-Y stage location according to the amount of 
offset. 

[0094] On the other hand, apart from the method of calculating beforehand the image shift 

variation to the amount of drives of an aberration control material, for every aberration 

measurement drive, the amount of base lines may be measured to coincidence, and the amount of 

base lines may be rewritten directly. About base-line measurement, you may measure by detecting 

an exclusive mark by the exclusive non-illustrated alignment detection system. 

[0095] Moreover, when computing and controlling aberration by detecting specific pattern light 

intensity distribution like the time of wave aberration measurement, re-measurement and the 

method of computing and feeding back the value to the amount of direct base lines may be [ after 

driving aberration control-section material ] used in a screen common shift component. 

[0096] measuring the unexpected shift component accompanying a drive directly by this method — 

real time — and it is accurate and can feed back to alignment information. 

[0097] Next, measurement / amendment sequence of the above-mentioned image shift is shown in 
drawing 7 and drawing 9 . It is a sequence corresponding to [ corresponding to drawing 6 in 
drawing 7 ] drawing 8 in drawing 9 , and the image shift-amount calculation step after aberration 
control and an image shift control step are added. 

[0098] Measurement and calculation of wave aberration are performed, and aberration control- 
section material is made to drive as a sequence for desired aberration control. Then, it computes, 
and an image shift amount is shifted to the step which controls an image shift, when larger than ' 
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measurement or the tolerance which the image shift amount set up beforehand. 
[0099] By the above sequences, the image formation engine performance of the projection lens 
which changes delicately in exposure is grasped, and about wave aberration, it is accurate and it 
becomes possible to measure at a high speed and to control. 

[0100] Moreover, since it becomes possible to also compute and control the image shift produced 
by making aberration control-section material drive and amends at any time during exposure 
actuation further, it becomes possible to expose in the condition with little [ always ] aberration 
and image gap. 
[0101] [Operation gestalt 2] 

<Wave aberration calculation by exposure hysteresis> With the operation gestalt 1, it asked for the 
wave aberration of projection optics by measuring the optical intensity distribution of the image 
surface and using a phase recovery method, 

[0102] With this operation gestalt, the method of computing wave aberration based on the light 

exposure which is acting as the monitor at the time of exposure is used. 

[0103] In an experiment, the wave aberration (phase of a pupil surface) to light exposure is 

measured beforehand, and it is made to hold to equipment as eixposure hysteresis at the time of the 

factory shipments of an aligner etc. Since it becomes possible to compute wave aberration by this, 

without measuring the optical intensity distribution of the image surface at the time of real 

exposure, it becomes very advantageous on a throughput. 

[0104] This sequence is explained using the flow chart of drawing 8 . 

[0105] Beforehand, the wave aberration (phase of a pupil surface) to light exposure is measured at 
the time of the factory shipments of an aligner etc., and it holds to an aligner as exposure 
hysteresis. 

[0106] Next, in actual exposure, continuation of exposure and exposure termination is judged for 
every exposure. If it is continuation of exposure, it shifts to the step of light exposure calculation. 
[0107] If this light exposure is below a tolerance (allowed value) after computing light exposure 
from the exposure time, reticle permeability, an illuminance, etc., it exposes again, and if it is more 
than a tolerance, it shifts to the step of wave aberration calculation and control. 
[0108] Here, when light exposure is more than a tolerance, it becomes possible to compute the 
wave aberration to light exposure from the exposure hysteresis which equipment holds. By 
changing this wave aberration into the Zernike coefficient, many aberration (example: spherical 
aberration, ASU, a coma, a scale factor, distortion, etc.) of a target is computed. 
[0109] Next, it shifts to an aberration control step. In an aberration control step, it becomes 
possible by using the control method corresponding to each aberration to control the amount of 
aberration (aberration control is performed by the method of "the operation gestalt 1",). 
It is good to use wafer number of sheets as a target here, when a throughput poses a problem, and 
to be made to cany out at the time of wafer exchange. At this time, if spread, the phase change 
under one wafer exposure. and the probability to be settled in a limit of target aberration become 
high, and it is convenient. 

[0110] On the other hand, when the amount of permissible aberration is severe, or when change of 
wave aberration is sharp, wave aberration may be measured and controlled for every exposure by 
making the tolerance of light exposure into zero. 

[0111] Although the above example described the case where originated in light exposure and 
wave aberration changed, as a factor which changes the wave aberration of a contraction projection 
lens, environmental variations, such as atmospheric temperature, an atmospheric pressure, and 
humidity, are also considered. It is also possible to measure and control the aberration of the 
projection optics which originates in these environmental factors and changes. 
[0112] Thus, without measuring wave aberration in the sequence of actual exposure actuation by 
asking for change of the wave aberration (phase of a pupil surface) to light exposure beforehand, 
and making it hold to equipment as exposure hysteresis at the time of the factory shipments of an 
aligner etc., the target aberration (example: spherical aberration, ASU, a coma, a scale factor, 
distortion, etc.) is compute and control only by the operation, and it becomes possible to be able to 
bum a pattern. 
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[0113] [Operation gestalt 3] 

By the method of the operation gestalt 1 which the wave aberration by <half mirror mentioned 
[ which mentioned above and real-time-measured ] above, measurement of the optical intensity 
distribution on the image surface is needed in the middle of pattern baking. When wave aberration 
changes for the time amount which this measurement takes, precise wave face measurement 
becomes difficult. 

[0114] Thus, when wave aberration changes delicately, it will be necessary to measure to pattern 
baking and coincidence and to raise the accuracy of measurement. 

[01 15] Drawine 10 is the important section schematic diagram of this operation gestalt. This 
drawing installs a half mirror 55 in the wafer side of the projection optics of the operation gestalt 1 
as a branching means, and branches pattern baking light and an optical intensity-distribution 
measuring beam in the flux of light from the projection lens 1. 

[01 16] It is also possible to branch here using prism wi th a half mirror side etc. instead of a half 
mirror 55. 

[01 17] With the operation gestalt 1, since the optical path for pattern baking and image surface 
measurement on the strength is the same, before and after burning a pattern, measurement of 
image surface light intensity distribution and calculation must be performed. For the reason, time 
lag may arise on the occasion of wave aberration measurement, and an error may arise in measured 
value and control. 

[01 18] On the other hand, with this operation gestalt, it becomes possible to measure change of the 
wave aberration which has produced it in the case of pattern baking since the light which carried 
out the spectrum of the exposure light of pattern baking is used for optical intensity-distribution 
measurement of the image surface on real time. 

[0119] Change of the delicate wave aberration which changes to minute time amount can also be 
caught by this, and it makes it possible to control the target aberration with a sufficient precision as 
the result (or control of the wave aberration itself). 
[0120] 

[Effect of the Invention] According to this invention, timing is good in the wave aberration of an 
exposure load or the projection lens which changes with environmental variations (an atmospheric 
pressure, atmospheric temperature, humidity, etc.) delicately, and by measuring at a high speed and 
controlling, the image formation engine performance of a projection lens can be grasped with high 
precision and quickly, and the wave aberration measuring method and projection aligner which can 
maintain a projection aligner for the good image formation engine performance can be attained. 
[0121] In addition, according to this invention, as a result of being able to compute wave 
aberration using a phase recovery method, it becomes possible to be accurate and to measure the 
image formation engine performance of the projection lens which changes with exposure 
delicately at a high speed, and not only a focus but many of other aberration (example: spherical 
aberration, ASU, a coma, a scale factor, distortion, etc.) can be easily control by the condition of 
actually use it for exposure. 
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